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A brief description of the purposes of the University’s honors program of 
intensive language study abroad for high school students is given here Capsule 
descriptions of the participating student, cooperating high schools. 8-week study 
sessions, and types of financial assistance are also included. (AR) 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM . 
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IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 




ft. ’Phlliip' L^mon ~ ' ' • 

Indiana University 



The Honors Pnggram and its Purpose 

The Honors Program in Foreign Languages for High School 



Students conducts Intensive language . learning sessions . abroad in. 
French, German, and Spanish for selected advanced students from 
cooperating Indiana high schools. In each foreign country dally 
concentrated Instruction and drill. In the foreign language Is ln~ 
tegrated Into a carefully arranged personal experience within the 
culture. Those, students selected must be of junior class standing 
and at least In t h ei r third year of study of their, foreign language 
at the time of applying, or. In the case of unusually mature; students, 
of sophomore class standing and In- at least their third year of study, 
having completed "first year’* high school work, (one full level) by 
the end of the eighth grade. 



Is the prlmaxy. working- goal. All other purposes often associated 
with programs abroad are. secondary. Most students who have parti** 
clpated have greatly, Increased their ability to speak the foreign 
language with.. good, .pronunciation and Intonation without . making glaring 
mistakes, and with a command of vocabulary and syntax sufficient, to 
express their thoughts. A few acquired near-native skills. 

In achieving, these results In sixty days abroad, the Program 
and its students are only. capitalizing on the more fundamental In- 
vestinent of funds, time, and .effort vdilch these students and their, 
schools have previously made at home. Three years of effective foreign, 
language teaching and learning in Indiana have been. bringing all 
students closer to personal command of the spoken language than they 
or their schools. may have realized. One of the Program’s purposes 
is to demonstrate ' this fact to high school faculty and jtudents so 
that they will make the extra, effort necessary to reach comparable 



Q goals at home. Indeed, experience to date is showing that these goals 
are beginning to be reached . Where teachers have carefully organized 
Q ' . Honors Student alumni participation In the classroom, deliberately . 

using them for teaching purposes, fourth-ryeat students who did not go. 
abroad often become very nearly as fluent before they graduate as the 



Honors Student. alumni. Other aspects of this effort, such as longer 
teaching sequences, extra hours in the language laboratory, and em- 
phasis .upon. the spoken language as a teaching and learning goal, are 
now being worked out by participating schools. 

The Cooperating School and Its Purpose 

We work with secondary schools In Indiana that are already 
making these extra efforts and intma to make use of the Honors Program 



Pract i ca l fluency of the foreign language by each student 
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to help them....succee<L;-i Such..a 2 school pusl:>he offerlt^,^- lea^it 
years of continuous .Instructien; In vPretich, ^German, . or Spanish, r withr^ ,i - 
at least the fourth- year of: Inatructlon/to h of f ered. Independeatly-o/i 
of third-year work in the school, year following participation 4n . the 
Program. 



/ 



; - V e It is alsoi important that particli)^^^ provlda:.; 

r etui.*nlng Honors Students with. Jspeeial, twching .and. J.earsing ; pppor t^r. 
nitles designed to Sustain' apd. a^Urahce ^e<^speak^gr and: jListenlng;,? . 
skills thdy will have. acquired* during the sdni^ abroad.: : .r> 



i V<. 






The Participating student and his.:Purpose 
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The) Program: is^ aispecially -desired for ^ the; student pf juniot 
class) standli^ who . is. now in at least his third .year o$j Stpdy, p f -a ^ri’ 
modern? f oreign> language^’:* or of sophomore class steading ntfi ats least? c. 
at the same ’level:nf ;cnti3dy.;. .^^^^^ to continue^ his, fopigJi A^r/ 

language ih-hls: home high tschool following: participation 4h, thej frogr^. 
Weirlooki for rhel studcnt;*i[dio ±s -eager? to become' prof IcLent .in nse^^ 

of his ■: langiiagea^as- itJ iO s]^ken, and^wW..knQWS^he: mustiWO,rkAhardt;t^5il 
reach- thlsvgoa^i at home, or abroad* • -? iEO this:; student w:e of fer 4 ?ha, ck^ce 
to compete for a place- in. a. pro^amr designed, specifically :tp .. 

to this goal, at a . price he cah a^ord. About ninety such students — 
up to thirty in. each language — can he selected each year. 






The ^ Study-- Session Abroad./, i '...xar-'- rj:-t “ «'i 

.' ■‘■'V /' ' * ^*’x i:i ?'i -i?:' ,i }■ i't'/ ' ■ -C'i __ 

/ , A lu. the, French Genian, and M^can, tow?s,,^ 

continue app T^yfiiifl<*Aty -eight:. weeks..; *^entyrilye ,tO: thirty;j.hours ofct}:^ 
class instruction in the;, language. glven each weeknhderi bbe dlre<^ 

tlon- of an American- high :ischooi,teacher/ assisted by native InstrtfCtQrs • 
A program ofw lecinres: and? cultural eyentsrrpunde. out the instrt^c tlon 
Senior Americ^i .and/natlvei person^ and super<4se rhe, actlvlt;' 

ties in all: three- cpuntrlcs.: ; Each Honors- Studentsillves/ with^va na 
family. No English. is spoken with anyone at any time. Trayelrln^the.. 
foreign country is. limited to a. few short field trips,. related to the. 
learning situation. 



Financial Assistance 

In the first .-five years of the Program we have been able to 
hold the price, at $650 4or Spanish ahd $950 for French and German i 
This Includes transportation,- instruction, board and room, and local 
field trips. Original selection Is based on academic and personal 
merit only. When the. selection of Honors StUidents has been completed, 
the Program then attempts to help the applicant of i:hls school find 
the means to permit participation., This is done as follows i 

If at the time of application , the parents consider themselves 
unable to meet, the full..-Cpats of the Progr^, .they may request help^by 
filing a "Parents.! Confidential. Statement.” If the applicant is sel- 
ected, this -financial. statement is analyzed by the Office of Scholar- 
ships, \dilch detemlnes the level of apparent need. Then to the, 
extent they are available, funds contributed from community resources 
or to the I.U. Foundation for this purpose are allocated so as to make 
the Program as equitably and widely available . as possible. In every 
case the minimum contribution by the student or his feiolly is $100. 
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It must te emphasize d that appropriated funds from .tax sources are 
not - available for- grant s-?ln-ald, and this part .of the Program can 
operate only through the generosity and > sacrifice of students, par- . , 
entSi "cbimnunity benefactors, and donors. j 

Until the summer of 1965 the Honors Program was supported 
by the Carnegie Corporation o£ New York. The Columbus School Found- 
ation of Columbus', Indiana, and local donors in various other towns 
in the state also helped to -provide funds for individual grants-in- 
aid. To supply these supplementary' funds we have now turned to other, 
school communities, service clubs, and business and Industry having 
International interests. The Indianapolis Foundation and Mead Johnson 
Foundation, Inc. of Eva n sville are among the generous contributors who 
have made it possible for students from their cities. to. participate. 
The availability of local funds, however, in no way implies selection 
of any student :ov- students from that< schook-, - and -thus does, not affect! 
the policy of selecting on academicrani 'personal merit. Under the 
preseidt- p^ schools will, be' advised, as* soon .as final selections 
have^baen made, as to the amount needed to support'.their- own students; 
The comitonity is then asked to. forward to the I.U. Foundation the. 
hOcessaty 'gfartt-in-aii>fu^^ This should be, done. as soon as possible, 
certainly by. January of the following year. 

- ■ " !• v / ^ • , ' * . • ■ 

The-Future ..•‘■•.vr ’'‘i I- ••-■x: ^ ; 



In addition to- their . speaking skills,. Honors Students have 
acquired a profound respect for foreign culture and an infectious 
enthUsiasnr;. for# language learnl^^ ■ They: report that to live and speak 
fully iii!thin' the foreign: language is. one o£>:the summer's most reward- 
ing-accomplishments. We. expect to see develop, from among- the alum-r 
nl: of this Program, a new breed, of teachers of languages and litera- 
tureh' (and- related- fields.) foreign service personnel, -and others 
who r can represent well the best traditions of the Unlte'd States in 
its huslness-, . professional^ and. social. relationships with' the rest -. 
of the world. ! ' .. .. 



I.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
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